PREFACE
THIS book has Its origin in a lecture delivered at
University College, London, on the centenary of
John Plaxman's death, and is in the main an expan-
sion of that lecture. Its excuse is the lack of any reasonably
comprehensive account of Flaxman's work, and of his
place in the history of English art* Fairly adequate
biographies exist, however, notably the article by Sir
Sidney Colvin in the Dictionary of National Biography ;
and I have therefore refrained from introducing biographi-
cal detail except where it has a direct bearing on Flaxman's
development and activity as an artist. Of gaps and
omissions in my own work I am only too conscious; but
I hope at least to have provided a starting point for students
with greater leisure and opportunities than myself.
To acknowledge all the debts incurred in preparing
this book would be impossible here. But I am especially
grateful to Sir Gregory Foster^ Provost of University
College, for his kindness and help, notably in the matter
of publication ; to Mr* John Wilke, Librarian of the
College, for much help in obtaining photographs ; to
Messrs, Josiah Wedgwood and Sons for allowing me to